TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

November 3, 2009


PRESENT

Debbie K. Moon, Mayor

Sandy Russell, Vice-Mayor

Susan Parker

Rita Boulter

Sandie Puchalski




Town Clerk, Diana Brown

Debbie Shrieves

Val Vincent

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

I. Public Comments

A. Preston Barnes questioned why the Zoning Administrator told him that he could not park a trailer on his property for two days while he found a place to permanently locate it. Mayor Debbie Moon advised, that as she had previously told him, this decision could only come from the Zoning Administrator. Dan Bilicki was not present to further explain, as he was involved with the Election.

II. Call to Order

Mayor Debbie Moon called the Town Council Meeting to order at 7:40 p.m., Tuesday, November 3, 2009 in the Wachapreague Town Hall.

III. Approval of Minutes

Debbie Shrieves made a motion to approve the Minutes for October 6, 2009 Town Council Meeting. Sandie Puchalski seconded the motion. There being no discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

IV.Review of Financial Report
A. Vice-Mayor Sandy Russell reported the Town of Wachapreague SunTrust Checking at $83,191.16 with total assets at $84,036.10. The increased total in the checking account is because the Treasury Bond was called.  The current budget had a reduced Interest Income of $2700m but with the loss of the Bond, it will be $2046 short. The bond money needs to go into a short term CD even if the interest rates are low. The Port of Wachapreague checking at $82,638.40 with total assets of $83,562.40. The Budget is basically in line except for Repair & Maintenance for the Town. 

B. The Financial Report is attached to these Minutes.

V.Halloween Party – Mayor Moon announced that Selina Coulbourne and Hayley Lewis volunteered to coordinate the annual Halloween party, which was a great success. On behalf of herself and the Council, she thanked them for their efforts.

VI.  Old Business

A. MARINA 

1. Dock Repairs – Susan Parker and Sandie Puchalski reviewed the Kestral Marine estimate and discussed options. They recommended that some repairs be done prior to spring.  Even if the entire dock could not be replaced at this time, at least replace the loose boards and reset/replace some nails. Discussion followed. Mayor Moon asked Council members to inspect the docks prior to the December meeting in order to decide on the course of action.

B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE – None

C.  STREETS AND DRAINAGE

1. Speed Problems - Rita Boulter reported that Town Clerk would have the Burnham’s sign the written permission to allow the speed-monitoring device on their property and then Ms. Boulter will coordinate with VDOT.

2. 911 Addresses – If the materials from the original canvassing cannot be located, the process will be started again. Town Clerk will follow up with Jeff Flournoy, Eastern Shore 911 Center Director.

C. PARKS AND BEAUTIFICATION

1. Diamond Property – Sandy Puchalski reported that they have been given time since the neighbors were going to help. However, she wants to take action by December 1 if clearing has not begun.

2. Church & Powellton – Letter has been sent.

3. Brooklyn Avenue Property/Lee Street – Town Clerk will press the Mariner’s for action.

4. Ms. Shrieves is concerned that the Town is picking on some properties and not others, i.e. Preston Barnes’, whose house and grounds are worse with all the brush and vines. Ms. Puchalski will speak to him.

D. LIGHTING AND TOURISM

1. Eastern Shore Visitors Guide Ad - Val Vincent will provide Ad information with changes for Council’s review at December meeting, as Ad needs to be placed in January.

E. WACHAPREAGUE SEASIDE PARK 

1. Mayor Moon read a Committee update report from Dan Bilicki, including their recommendation to set up a separate Seaside Park Fund to receive donations, fundraising, a ground breaking ceremony, press articles regarding the Park at least monthly and the pavilion. (The report is in the Wachapreague Seaside Park file.) Discussion followed.

2. Several Council members expressed their objection to spending taxpayer’s money for the removal of the septic tanks as it was promised at the beginning of the project that no tax dollars would be spent. If the Town pays for it, fundraising dollars should reimburse.

3. Mayor Moon said she thought the Mayor and Council should make the first effort in fundraising to hopefully encourage other volunteering. She provided several examples, i.e. a Soup/Ham Biscuit Eat-in or Carry Out Dinner, Silent Auction, Bake Sale and/or Spring Festival.

4. Val Vincent added to the report stating that Pat Hart did not want to miss this planting season so she is looking for donations of trees and plants.

F. CHANNEL DREDGING – Ms. Parker has finally been able to identify a contact at the Corps of Engineers, Eric Legaspi in Operations who supposedly knows what, when the project could be scheduled. However, she is having difficulty reaching him. She will pursue, but asked that anyone having contacts or knowledge please advise her.

G. TRASH SERVICE – No Report

VI.New Business

A.  BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE – Debbie Shrieves made a Motion that the Town Council approves payment to Eastern Shore Tractor in the amount of $1,155.09 for the purchase of four (4) tires for the 1985 International Garbage Truck. Val Vincent seconded the motion. There being no discussion, a Roll Call Vote was taken and passed unanimously. The Motion and Roll Call Vote are attached hereto to these Minutes.

B. PARKS AND BEAUTIFICATION – Ms. Puchalski announced that there has been an issue with gas powered motorbikes and ATV’s being ridden on the ball field of the Town Park. The people were spoken to and given the explanation why this is not allowed. However, they ignored it and continued to ride. Ms. Puchalski will block the fence and ask the Deputy to speak to the parents.

VII. Announcements – None

VIII. Adjournment

Sandie Puchalski made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Val Vincent seconded the motion. The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
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