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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

I. Public Comments

A. Jill Gilmore asked for a better system of notifying the public for mosquito fogging. Sandy Russell explained that it only happened once last year when they fogged on a non-posted day. The fogging company acted on their without the Town’s knowledge. She also asked why the fogging chemical had changed.

B. Zadoc (Randy) Lewis asked Susie Parker for update regarding the dredging request for Finney Creek. Ms. Parker has contacted Lynwood Lewis who does not think that any money would be coming from the State’s share of the Stimulus. It would have to come directly from the Army Corps of Engineers’ share. Mr. Lewis says the next step would be through Nye and Webb and he will assist in any way he can.

C. Susie Atkinson stated that she had seen a speed monitoring sign in Onley and suggested that Kathy Bilicki contact Onley to determine how Wachapreague could get one to use. Ms. Atkinson asked what the Mosquito Control plan was for the Town this year. She was advised it would be presented during the meeting.

D. Chris Wardius met with the Fire Department regarding 4th of July fireworks. They are interested and will conduct a special meeting on March 16 to discuss. Their main concerns are parking, security and is it good for Wachapreague.

E. Mr. Wardius announced that the Fire Department has called for a trash detail to clean Rt. 180 on March 28th.

F. Mr. Wardius asked if the Town was interested in participating in a highway sign on Rt. 13 north of T’s Corner. The costs would be approximately $5,000.

G. Dan Bilicki stated that he has noticed a lot of feral cats in Town and feels this is a problem and needs to be looked into.

H. Tony Baker noted that the street sign at Richardson and Church Streets is leaning. She also said that brush and limbs from the Meadows property on Lee were in the ditch and on the street.

II. Call to Order

Mayor Debbie Moon called the Town Council Meeting to order at 7:55 p.m., Tuesday, March 10, 2009 in the Wachapreague Town Hall.

III. Approval of Minutes

Debbie Shrieves made a motion to approve the minutes for February 3, 2009 Town Council Meeting, February 12, 2009 Workshop and March 3, 2009 Special Meeting as drafted. Sandie Puchalski seconded the motion. There being no discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

     IV.        Review of Financial Report
A.  Mayor Moon reported the Town of Wachapreague SunTrust checking at $72,021.12 with U.S. Treasury Securities at $48,318.90 for a total of $120,380.02. The Port of Wachapreague Town Marina SunTrust checking is $142.400.32.

B. The Financial Report is attached to these Minutes.

V.  Old Business

A. MARINA 

1. Antenna Repair - Susan Parker reported that Kris Johnson of Johnson Welding has started the repairs. Town Clerk will call for progress report.

B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE 
1. Debbie Shrieves made a motion that the Council approve repairs to the Town garbage truck in the amount of $2,811.57. Val Vincent seconded the motion. A Roll Call vote was taken and passed and is attached hereto to these minutes.

C.  STREETS AND DRAINAGE

1. Kathy Bilicki reported that the stop sign at Brooklyn & Riverview has been replaced. She will call VDOT regarding the stop sign at Custis & Finney. She will call the County regarding the leaning sign at Richardson & Church Streets.

2. Speeding Problems – Ms. Bilicki distributed pamphlets to Council Members. She reviewed past efforts regarding rumble strips, signs, etc. She does not think that rumble strips are an option. She distributed information pamphlets to Council Members and public. She has investigated other small towns with similar problems and thinks the best option is the use of small “Slow Down” and “Thank you for Slowing Down” signs. They are approximately 16” x 26” at a cost $11.00 each. The only restriction appears to be that they are placed at least 15’ from the center of the street and have the approval of the Zoning Administrator. She also suggested the possibility of a banner at the entrance of Town. Discussion followed. Council concurred that signs be ordered. Ms. Bilicki will check to see if there is a quantity discount.

3. Speed Monitoring Sign – Ms. Bilicki will contact Onley regarding the speed monitoring sign, but is not sure how often the Town could use. She has found another speed monitoring sign that costs between $4500 and $5300 and would like to contact nearby towns on the Shore with similar speeding issues to determine if it could be shared among 4-5 towns to make it more affordable.

D. PARKS AND BEAUTIFICATION

1. Diamond Property – Sandie Puchalski reported that the owner has been cutting some of the debris for pick up. She will check again next week.

E. LIGHTING AND TOURISM

1. Lighting for Wachapreague Welcome Sign and Rt. 13 Billboard – Val Vincent reported that light has been received and Richie Puchalski will assist in installing.

F. COMMERCIAL DRAIN FIELD SYSTEM STUDY – Sandy. Russell reported the results of the February 12th Workshop. It was agreed that it is important to have a system for the Commercial District. However, the current study as it has turned out does not allow for the long term future plans of the Town. The plan is not inclusive of all of the Commercial Waterfront, takes care of only the current businesses with no room for expansion, the lack of adequate land and A-NPDC has advised that, in their opinion, it would be very difficult for the Town to get a grant for this particular plan. The Council concurs. The next step would be to form a small committee to work with Matt Cook at A-NPDC and learn what possibilities are being explored in both Accomack and Northampton Counties. Mr. Russell has agreed to help start up the committee. Susan Parker noted that this was included in the Stimulus Package proposal. Council agrees to refund the Commercial Property owners payments for the Study since Shore Engineering did not charge for its work.                              

G. THE NATURE CONSERVANCY PROPERTY – GRANT APPLICATION

1. Mayor Moon announced that the DCR Grant contract has been signed and returned. Now waiting for legal. The Town Attorney has everything to complete the Right of First Refusal and then it can go to closing by the end of the month. The maximum for the grant is $85,121.00. $68,000 would be for the property purchase plus approximately $17,121 for enhancements. All work needs to be completed by December 31, 2010.

2. Mayor Moon announced that the Town did not receive the VDOT grant.

H. MOSQUITO CONTROL
1. Val Vincent reported the results of the February 12th Council Workshop. Ehrlich Company has provided a Mosquito Management Proposal, which involves using large propane mosquito magnet machines to kill adult mosquitoes and larviciding to kill them before they get to that point. The cost of the machines and the security necessary to have them would be too costly for the Town. Ehrlich then provided a service estimate in the amount of $330.00 per month for the application of larvicide dunks and the servicing and evaluating the dunks once per month. They do not recommend fogging due to the limited success rate and the risk of impacting on non-target species. Ms. Vincent recommended using this company and this mode of mosquito control. She would also place posters in Town with information to educate public in how to help with mosquito control. Discussion followed. Valerie Vincent made a motion to accept the larvicide dunk service from Ehrlich Company in the amount of $330.00 per month. Kathy Bilicki seconded the motion. The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

I. Stimulus Package

Mayor Moon recapped that the three areas that have been submitted in the Stimulus Package Proposal are the dredging of Finney Creek, the drain fields and playground equipment.

VI.  New Business

A. Zoning

1. Flood Plain Ordinance - Dan Bilicki, Zoning Administrator reported that the revised Flood Plain Ordinance is in Richmond and should be approved by the March 16 deadline.

2.NOAA Wind Measuring Device – Mr. Bilicki distributed an information package to Council. He advised that NOAA has selected Wachapreague as a site for a Wind Measuring device as part of a series of measuring instruments along the East Coast to enable scientists to aid in programming for future hurricanes. They have coordinated with the Nature Conservancy and selected the Bird Watching plat and plan to install in March or April. Mr. Bilicki has sent letters to property owners who may be impacted and has spoken to David Fluhart and the Nature Conservancy. The Town will be able to get information from this device as well through our website. He thinks it is a plus for the Town to be selected. He has authorized zoning.

3.  VIMS Variance – Mr. Bilicki reported that since VIMS is in an extreme flood zone, they have applied for a variance to lower the elevation of the main floor on the proposed new wet lab. Letters have been sent to the ten adjoining properties. Five have responded affirmatively and five have not responded. Mr. Bilicki will consult with the Town Attorney on how to proceed.


VII.  Announcements – 

A. During the meeting Mayor Moon received a phone call informing her that Bob Zang, Harbor Master has passed away. Ms. Bilicki suggested a memorial plaque for Mr. Zang.

B.Mayor Moon announced that 2009 Auto Tags and Decals go on sale March 15.

VII.  Adjournment

Sandie Puchalski made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Debbie Shrieves seconded the motion. The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
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