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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

I. Public Comments

A. Cheryl Tyson stated she had obtained information regarding new legislation approved by Governor Kaine giving localities the ability to do something about derelict houses under the Derelict Structures Law. She has shared this information with the Mayor and Vice Mayor.

B. Zadoc (Randy) Lewis questioned the Ordinance to Levy Taxes as advertised. Mayor Debbie Moon explained it is regarding the proposed $0.02/$100 Real Estate Tax increase for FY2010 as taxes have not been raised for three years. George Scoville and Randolf (Randy) Lewis ask why a tax raise now. Vice Mayor Sandy Russell explained it is to balance the budget as certain previous revenues, i.e. utility, ABC and communications taxes have been discontinued or severely reduced.

C. George Scoville asked if Council did not receive compensation would that not cover it. Mayor Moon explained that the compensation had been voted in by the previous Council and included in the budget.

D. Toni Baker questioned the availability of Town Council Meeting Minutes. She had requested a draft of the May minutes from the Town Clerk and was told she could not have them until approved by Council. Cheryl Tyson and Mayor Moon clarified that the Minutes are not part of the public record until approved by Council. Once approved, copies are then available to the public. Mayor Moon reminded her that the Town Clerk told her that she was welcome to come into Town Hall and read the draft prior to the June meeting.

E. Toni Baker questioned the Public Comment format and said that other towns such as Exmore allow comments throughout their meetings. Cheryl Tyson explained that she has attended many Town meetings on the Shore and Wachapreague’s Public Comments is a common format under Robert’s Rules or Order.

F. Susie Atkinson stated that at the last meeting in answer to her letter, Mayor Moon implied that Bryan Powell and Eastern Shore Termite had mistreated the Town by using dunks and oils in the same place. Ms. Atkinson said she rode the truck with them and they used oils in areas where water did not stand and that he did not personally or intentionally mistreat the Town with mosquito control and did what the Town asked him to do. Ms. Atkinson said that Mayor Moon stated that E.S. Termite had been paid $18,000. Ms. Atkinson contacted them and since 2003, they had received $27,633.50 or $5,526.70 per year. Ms. Atkinson questioned that in this economy why would the Town choose an out-of-state company rather than support the local economy. She said the Council has one agenda and that is not to spray and had found a company that supported that. Mayor Moon clarified that E.S. Termite had been placing dunks every week during mosquito season. After contacting other companies who confirmed that either dunks or oil are used, but not both, Mr. Powell was called and admitted that he knew you do not do both. Also, the Town paid $265/week for treatment when it was only necessary to place them once a month. Mr. Powell was asked for a quote this year and gave the Town a quote of $165/month but the Town could not use a company that had been charging for weekly treatments when only monthly treatments were necessary. Discussion followed.

G. Toni Baker asked what plan is in place if dunks are needed due to excessive rain/weather before the next scheduled visit. Val Vincent responded that any problem should be put in writing and placed in the Insect Concerns Box in Town Hall and it will be addressed and followed up.

II. Call to Order

Mayor Debbie Moon called the Town Council Meeting to order at 7:58 p.m., Tuesday, June 2, 2009 in the Wachapreague Town Hall.

III. Approval of Minutes

A. Debbie Shrieves made a motion to approve the minutes for May 5, 2009 Town Council Meeting as drafted. Sandie Puchalski seconded the motion. There being no discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

IV. Review of Financial Report

A. Vice Mayor Sandy Russell reported the Town of Wachapreague SunTrust checking at $60,441.05 with U.S. Treasury Securities at $48,318.90. Total current assets are $110,429.91. The Port of Wachapreague Town Marina has checking/savings of $156,590.45, Accounts Receivable $8,649.00. Total current assets are $165,239.45.

B. The Financial Report is attached to these Minutes.

V. Old Business

A. MARINA 

1. Antenna Repair – Susie Parker reported antenna is up and working.

2. Harbor Master Beeper – Beeper has been purchased.

3. Building Maintenance – Ms. Parker stated that the Marina building needs some painting and power washing. Gene Blair has submitted a quote for $1000 including labor and supplies. Harbor Master added that the Coast Guard has volunteered to help with minor repairs to the building and the duck pen. Sandy Russell made a motion to accept the proposal from Gene Blair for cleaning, power washing and sealing Marina building and all wooden walkways at an estimated cost for time and materials of $1,000.00. Val Vincent seconded the motion. A Roll Call Vote was taken and passed unanimously. The Motion and Roll Call Vote are attached hereto to these Minutes.

B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE - None

C.  STREETS AND DRAINAGE – No Report

D. PARKS AND BEAUTIFICATION

1. Diamond Property – Sandie Puchalski stated there has been no further effort to clear property. Recommended sending another letter. The concern is the back half of the property that has not been mowed and the remainder of the debris to be removed.

2. Main Street Properties –  -Overgrowth -Town Clerk was to have sent letters to owners.

3. Tennis Court Repair – Ms. Puchalski contacted Reynolds Company who performed repairs last year and they want to charge the same amount as last year, $4,000, to do maintenance repairs. She is looking into alternate solutions.

E. LIGHTING AND TOURISM

1. Val Vincent reported that light is installed on Wachapreague Welcome Sign and there is some light on it.

2. Ms. Vincent noted that it would be good if the Town were aware of any special events coming into Town, i.e. the recent Relay for Life Poker Run and bike tours, so that we can promote the Town.

F. THE NATURE CONSERVANCY PROPERTY – PURCHASE UPDATE – Mayor Moon reported waiting for Nature Conservancy.

G. MOSQUITO CONTROL
1. Ms. Vincent reiterated the availability of the Insect Concerns Box. She requested that anyone having a problem please put them in Box so that she can follow up. She feels this is the most effective and professional way to handle the situation. However, she stated there is no way that we can entirely rid the Town of bugs. Currently there are gnats and no-see-ums that are a problem. 

2. The mosquito control on the South end of Town appears to be fairly effective, but she has heard that people are having problems in the North end. She has called the company and they will look into it to see if they can do anything else. The company is cooperative, with good, conscientious people who want to succeed.

3.  Ms. Vincent has talked to people on the Shore and in other towns to find out what they are doing. She has found that the one machine that seems to be effective is the mosquito magnet machine. She has information that she is leaving at Town Hall for the public. Everyone needs to take some responsibility for his or her own property. She reiterated the methods that property owners could use to help with mosquito/fly control.                        

4. She has spoken to Mr. Lilliston on Atlantic Avenue and he will work on correcting areas of his property.

H. FY2010 BUDGET

1. Sandy Russell asked Council for questions and comments. None. Next budget meeting set for June 16.

I. FERAL CATS/STRAY ANIMALS – Debbie Shrieves has spoken to Animal Control and they advised to line up for service.

J. PROPOSED NEW RT. 13 BILLBOARD – Susie Parker provided a handout regarding the billboard specifics - location and fees. The cost would be $395/month with a one-time $360 printing fee for a total of $5000 a year. The Town’s obligation would be 25% or $1250 for the twelve-month contract. Her concern is that if the Town purchases advertising, it needs to focus on all aspects of Town, i.e. restaurants, hotels, flounder fishing, bait and tackle, charter boat fleet. She was also concerned about putting just the Wachapreague Inn telephone number on the billboard. Discussion followed with public comments. Debbie Shrieves made a motion for Council to approve the $1,250.00 billboard advertising expenditure for the Town of Wachapreague. Sandie Puchalski seconded the motion. A Roll Call Vote was taken and passed unanimously. The motion and Roll Call Vote are attached hereto to these Minutes.

VI.New Business 

A. Parks & Beautification 

1. Ms. Puchalski stated that over the past two weeks there have been complaints that the park gates appeared to be locked. However, someone was wrapping the chains around the gate to give the appearance it was locked when in fact it was not. Ms. Puchalski recommends obtaining two chains with locks and lock the gates against the fence to keep them open and then lock them when necessary.

2. Ms. Puchalski has received a complaint from a resident regarding the house next to the Aigner property (Mariner) on Brooklyn. There is a concern about its being a fire hazard and people are willing to sign a petition if that would help. Ms. Tyson pointed out that with the new Derelict Structure Law, there should be guidelines.


VII.  Announcements 

1. Susie Atkinson asked when the Public Hearing would occur for the budget. Since it had been overlooked prior to public comments, it was suggested to hold it at this time; however, some of the public had left. Therefore Mayor Moon announced that it would be re-advertised and re-scheduled as soon as possible.

VIII.  Adjournment

Sandie Puchalski made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Debbie Shrieves seconded the motion. The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
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