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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Prior to opening Public Comments Mayor Moon recognized Val Vincent who presented a Resolution Providing Rules for Public Comment and Conduct at Town Council Meetings as of July 7, 2009 and Henceforth. Sandy Puchalski made a motion to adopt the Resolution. Rita Boulter seconded the motion. A Roll Call Vote was taken and passed. The Resolution, Motion and Roll Call Vote are attached hereto to these Minutes.

I. Public Comments

A. Jill Gilmore presented three points against mosquito fogging. 1) There is a confirmed link between negative effects and pesticide exposure, 2) If fogging absolutely has to be done, needs to be done correctly with extreme caution and care. Notification needs to be improved and respect the rights of those who want to avoid fogging, 3) With regards to the effectiveness for West Nile Virus, the CDC even states that adulticiding is ineffective and recommends source reduction and personal protection. Summary: if it is dangerous, ineffective and difficult to do properly, she does not think the Town should do it.

B. Aileen Joeckel submitted a petition of 193 signatures of people wanting the Town to do more than they are doing for mosquito control. They have researched and even the EPA is saying that the amount of spray going out is dangerous. Ms. Joeckel presented results of contacts made by Selena Coulbourne regarding fogging practices in other Eastern Shore towns. Ms. Joeckel asked what happened to the request for the 2000 referendum and perhaps it does need to be put to a vote. It appears that a lot of people want mosquito spraying. She suspects a few do not, but like anything else, majority rules.

C. Joe Boulter read and submitted a petition against spraying for mosquitoes. Mr. Boulter further stated that misting/spraying is detrimental to some people’s health. It not only kills mosquitoes, but also beneficial insects. Some people talk about a liability on the town if they do not mist/spray, but probably a greater liability is from those against misting/spraying if someone becomes ill. The State does not mandate misting/spraying. If they deem the town is a risk for West Nile Virus or other mosquito born illness, they will assess and determine what measures to take. At that time, all liability will fall upon the State and not on the Town Council. Because all on the petition are against misting/spraying, it will minimize the effect and therefore be a complete waste of taxpayers’ money. The Town has sprayed in the past with very minimal results. It is not cost effective.

D. James Swineford asked if the Fire Department sprays the carnival grounds prior to the carnival activities. Mayor Moon advised question would be answered.

E. Eunice Thomas expressed her opinion that it was up to each individual whether to spray their own property or not.

F. Preston Barnes said his grandmother lived until she was 89 years old and the Town used to spray all the time.

G. Jeffrey Pitts presented two reports “Mosquitoes of Virginia” written by USDA and VPI personnel and “Common Mosquitoes” from the Mosquito Control Association. He read a portion of the reports and quoted information on the Eastern Salt Marsh Mosquito, their range of 5-40 miles and their prevalence on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. He expressed his opinion that the Town would be throwing good money against bad in trying to control mosquitoes by spraying adulticides. It would be a temporary fix to the problem, not anything permanent and will not take care of the mosquitoes 2 days from now.

H. Joann Cantamessa noted that when the Town sprayed in 1992, it was a lot better and if the Town wants tourism, they need to do something about mosquitoes because she does not think people want to come here as much anymore.

I. Selena Coulbourne has done a quick search and found arguments for both sides. She spoke to Kirby Foley, Biologist and acting Operations Director for the City of Chesapeake who says just the opposite that the use of adulticides and larvicides in a town this size can control mosquitoes. No one is asking to eradicate mosquitoes for all time or that the spraying will kill all mosquitoes, but to have some control and be able to go outside and enjoy. You should spray your own property if you want. Taxes have already increased but not because of spraying. That money is already set-aside in the budget. She has also spoken to an entomologist from the University of Maryland who begrudgingly admitted that larviciding and adulticiding will give short-term relief and that is all they are asking for. Anyone who has lived here more than a year knows that when some kind of spraying is done, people can enjoy being outside. The Council should look at the number of people who have signed the petitions and remember that they are supposed to be representing the Town.

J. Melody Scalley from Eastville invited everyone to a patriotic rally to defend our Constitution and declare independence from big government to be held at the Eastern Shore Community College on July 22nd.

K. Irene Carr Lewin does not want to risk her children’s health by spraying. There is some information on both sides, but there is some knowledge that it is harmful to children. She would not want to take that chance.

L. Randolf (Randy) Lewis stated that he has children and if one died he wondered how to determine if they died from mosquitoes. The amount of chemicals in the spray that would be used is far less than what is being used on the farms. Salt is more toxic than the spray. He reiterated what Ms. Coulbourne said. The Town used to spray and other towns spray to control the mosquito population. On the flip side, he does not want his children getting mosquito born diseases. Mr. Lewis thinks it should be put up for referendum and listen to what the majority of people want to do. If there is something that can be done in those areas where people who do not want to spray, that would be fine too.

M. Zadoc (Randy) Lewis stated that the Virginian Pilot has written about the mosquitoes this season and in Hampton Roads the Air Force will be spraying over a large population and cover their bases. If folks are worried about spraying, need to move, because they are spraying in other towns on the Eastern Shore and people are getting spray whether they want it or not.

N. Anita Bilicki asked what the additional insurance would be.

O. Vernon Baker stated that he has emphysema, asthma and COPD and he does not react when the spray goes by.

P. Susie Atkinson addressed the insurance issue. When she was on Council in 2004, VML stated that anyone can sue but they would have to prove that have not been anywhere else where there is spraying.

Q. Chris Wardius asked what the Town’s plans were for advertising at the Welcome Center located at the CBBT. That will be addressed later.

R. Mayor Moon introduced guest speaker Gary Young, Pesticide Investigator with the Virginia Department of Agriculture, Office of Pesticide Services. Mr. Young advised that, if spraying, the person doing the application would need to take an exam, be certified and have a permit to apply the material. He has stopped Wachapreague before for applying pesticides illegally. He also inspects the equipment and checks calibration. Wachapreague has a critical situation because of the salt marsh. The Town is not really affected by the agricultural land because it is tomato spray, which is the same the Town would use, biomist. Unless spraying everyday, it is not effective. The reason not effective is the impact of the breeding ground around this area. Chincoteague has to spray everyday and use aerial application in season when their regular town spray does not work. Wachapreague could probably have a good amount of control if they adopt a program using all methods and integrated pest management including an effective drainage program for ditches and ponds; use of dunks and larvicide, magnets and other machines that collect mosquitoes; and adulticide. It would help if individuals put them on their own property including bug lights with lures. The Town would have to go whole hog, not one or two days a week and it would be very expensive. He discussed pesticides, their safety and effects on people. He then answered questions from Public.

II. Call to Order

Mayor Debbie Moon called the Town Council Meeting to order at 8:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 7, 2009 in the Wachapreague Town Hall.

III. Approval of Minutes

A. Debbie Shrieves made a motion to approve the minutes for June 2, 2009 Town Council Meeting, June 16, 2009 Public Hearing and June 23, 2009 Special Town Council Meeting as drafted. Sandie Puchalski seconded the motion. There being no discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

IV. Mosquito Control

A. Mayor Moon reviewed the following

1. Last year due to the enormous population of mosquitoes, the Council was ask to approve fogging and agreed to one time/week during the month of August. However people complained that it did not work. This year people they signed a petition for fogging asking for more of the same. At a previous meeting, a citizen stated that the majority of the Town wants fogging and if the Council does not approve it, they would carry it to the Commonwealth’s Attorney and they are tired of hearing the facts. The Mayor stated that she and Council only conduct business on factual information.

2. People have stated that the Town does not need insurance to pesticide saying that we are covered under the VML policy and yet have said they would go to the Commonwealth Attorney if fogging is denied. However, without insurance, the Town is at risk.

3. Mayor Moon reiterated that Wachapreague could not be compared to towns like Painter and Onley. We can only be compared to Chincoteague and their budget for mosquito control is well over $100,000. The bottom line is that to control mosquitoes in this town the way we will need to would cost far more than what most taxpayers living here can ever afford. The Town has been told that with insurance, laviciding and pesticiding, it would cost at least $80,000 or more, which is as much as the entire revenue. Taxes will double. Every property owner will pay for it and the ones that do not want it can demand that their property not be sprayed, which could affect up to 300 ft. adjacent to their property knocking out their neighbors and causing less effect at a tremendous cost. There has been much research and consultation since last summer to find the best mosquito control program the Town can offer at the least cost. It is a complicated situation and no simple answer. Regarding majority rules, the Council has sought legal information and the majority does not always rule. You need to take every person in Town as a whole, their interest and where it lies and make the best decision about what can be done on limited revenue.

4. She summarized the requirements regarding petitions: 1) The only legal requirement is to receive the petition document; 2) Anyone can sign, but Council can consider the weight of each signature, i.e. who is affected by the issue; 3) Council may choose whether or not to respond; 4) In each state, there are areas that, if there are enough signatures, it has to be brought to a vote. However, Virginia has very few of these areas and mosquito control in not one of them.

B. Val Vincent presented the following:

1. A review of what has occurred in developing a mosquito control program for the current year as well as historical information. A copy of her remarks is attached hereto to these Minutes.

2. Ms. Vincent has collected statistics regarding EEE and West Nile Virus. There have been no confirmed cases on the Eastern Shore, none for EEE and one probable case of West Nile Virus in 1984.

3. Ehrlich suggested putting approximately 30 mosquito magnet machines around Town, but due to expense and security, the Town Council did not recommend them. Ms. Vincent has located a source for mosquito magnets in various types and sizes at OBS and provided that information for the Public in Town Hall. She further discussed how these work and noted that these would be a better investment and less toxic than fogging.

4. Ms. Vincent read a letter from VIMS regarding their research projects. Any insurance would have to cover any possible spill, as they do not want fogging. She further noted that VML used to insure small towns for everything but stopped insuring for pollutants some years ago.

5. Ms. Vincent presented a map of the area showing the amount of marshlands surrounding the Town of Wachapreague.

6. She discussed research about the use of pesticides and has articles and website information for those who are interested.

7. Ms. Vincent concluded by saying that she hopes the Council makes the right decision for the Town. This year they have voted to have a larvicide program, did not vote for fogging. She is not certain if a further vote is necessary. They can look into new things for next year. There will be a new Town Council in the summer. She invited people to work between now and then to see if they want to get a new program up and running. It needs insurance, agreement of the townspeople, as there are those who do not want fogging, and time to come to a consensus. She thinks a map should be placed in Town Hall marking those properties that do not want fogging.

C.  
Sandie Puchalski answered Mr. Swineford’s question regarding the Carnival grounds. Sean Fate advised that the Fire Department does not fog. They spray the grounds before the Carnival starts and if bad during the run, they spray again. Jeffrey Pitts clarified that it is done by a licensed applicator. She showed a product that she found at OBS to use on her own property.

D. Mayor Moon discussed what efforts she uses in her yard.

E. Mr. Young discussed the use of pesticides safely and effectively and that he would have to investigate if any problem. Susie Parker questioned the effectiveness of fogging only one or two days a week. The Town cannot possibly spray five to six days a week. Mr. Young replied if done once or twice a week would need to be in conjunction with magnets, dunks, larvicides, draining ditches, making sure ponds are drained, and no stagnant water. Ms. Puchalski stated that the fogging last year was not effective. 

F. Ms. Vincent added that the equipment last year was not powerful enough. If the Town can not find someone with the right equipment, it would need to buy a fogger, buy a truck and contract with a person who could come when the Town needed them, not just on a scheduled day and time without regard for the conditions. The Town does not have the money to go that route. That’s why the larvicide program has been put in place. There is no money in the budget for fogging. It is a flat figure to cover what is being done.

V.Review of Financial Report
A. The Financial Report is attached to these Minutes.

VI.  Old Business

A.  MARINA – No report 

B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE - None

C.  STREETS AND DRAINAGE – No Report

D. PARKS AND BEAUTIFICATION

1. Diamond Property – Letter has been sent - no report.

2. Main Street Properties –  -Overgrowth – Looking into -no report

3. Tennis Court Repair – Ms. Puchalski announced not pursuing at this time.

4. Brooklyn Avenue Property – Rita Boulter noted that there is an outside toilet caving in on the adjacent Mariner Lee Street property.

E. LIGHTING AND TOURISM – No report

F. THE NATURE CONSERVANCY PROPERTY – PURCHASE UPDATE – Mayor Moon announced that the closing would take place on July 14th.

G. MOSQUITO CONTROL – See Above
H. PROPOSED NEW RT. 13 BILLBOARD – Susie Parker announced that the project has been dropped.

I. VIMS Variance – Dan Bilicki and Sandy Russell met with Town Attorney. He is researching and contacting Charley Banks at DCR to get an interpretation. If there is no resolution from Richmond, the variance will probably need to be advertised and go before the BZA. In that case, the Town will have to go back to VIMS to collect the fees, which have been refunded.

VI.New Business 

A. Welcome Center Advertising - 

1. Susie Parker stated that since the billboard project is gone, Chris Wardius had asked about advertising through the Welcome center at the CBBT. Ms. Parker asked if the Council would like for her to research. Council concurred.

B. 911 House Number

1. Dan Bilicki questioned that some houses do not have their 911 numbers posted. Mayor Moon asked Ms. Boulter to look into who is responsible for getting numbers on houses. Melody Scalley stated that the County issues the 911 addresses and enforces.

C. FOIA

1.  Town Clerk read the Notice of who is to receive the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and announced that she would distribute the updated FOIA effective as of July 1, 2009.


VII.  Adjournment

Debbie Shrieves made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Val Vincent seconded the motion. The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

DFB

07/18/2009
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