TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

January 20, 2009


PRESENT

Debbie K. Moon, Mayor

Sandy Russell, Vice Mayor

Kathy Bilicki

Susan Parker











Sandie Puchalski




John Hopkins, Town Attorney

Val Vincent

Absent:
Debbie Shrieves



Bob Zang

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

I. Public Comments - None

II. Call to Order

Mayor Debbie Moon called the Town Council Meeting to order at 7:40 p.m., Tuesday, January 20, 2009 in the Wachapreague Town Hall.

III. Approval of Minutes

Sandie Puchalski made a motion to approve the minutes for the December 9, 2008 Town Council Meeting as drafted. Val Vincent seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

     IV.        Review of Financial Report

A.  Mayor Moon reported the Town of Wachapreague SunTrust checking at $75,407.56 with U.S. Treasury Securities at $48,318.90 for a total of $123,766.46. The Port of Wachapreague Town Marina SunTrust checking is $140,412.71.

B. The Marina CD matured on December 13, 2008 and funds were returned to the checking account.

C. The Financial Report is attached to these Minutes.

V.  Old Business

A. MARINA 

1. Antenna Repair - Susan Parker reported that the Antenna is on order and when received will follow for installation prior to March Marina opening.

B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE – None

C.  STREETS AND DRAINAGE – 

1. Diamond Property – A letter has been sent, but no response. Discussion among Council and with John Hopkins, Town Attorney followed regarding the potential health problem or fire hazard.  If it is potential health issue, Health Department should be notified. If a fire hazard, the County Fire Marshal needs to be contacted. The Town has authority to ask the Court to abate a nuisance, but he thinks the Court would be reluctant to grant relief to the Town without cooperation from the Health Department and/or the Fire Marshal.

2. Stop Signs – Kathy Bilicki reported that there is void at VDOT since Tim Holloway left. She has made several calls, but no response to date.

3. Speeding Problems – Ms. Bilicki noted that she had not been aware of previous grants. The Town Clerk has sent a letter to the Sheriff’s Office to inquire if the DMV Grant and Speed Enforcement grant would be available again. Awaiting reply. They have not been in the past two years. Ms. Bilicki reported that Wachapreague is not alone in having speeding problems; there are other small communities with the same issues who have found some effective ways to address the problem. She would like to create an overall grassroots speeding control movement in Wachapreague. There are inexpensive yard type signs available through the Internet, which could be placed in individual yards for awareness. She would like Council’s approval to go ahead and explore possibilities, put together a packet of information and costs in order for them to decide how to fund. She reiterated that the rumble strips are not going to happen. Discussion followed and Council concurred to explore options. Sandy Russell had also provided information on the Neighborhood Speed Watch programs to be considered.

Town Council was suspended to open the Public Hearing. The Joint Public Hearing with the Planning Commission and Town Council was convened at 8:00 p.m.

Dan Bilicki introduced the Hearing by explaining the new FEMA Map, which is for the insurance rate system. The zones are basically the same but the letter designators have changed. The flood elevations have not changed. The insurance rates will be based on those elevations. The ruling being put forward is to justify carrying Flood Insurance. FEMA is requiring the update. John Hopkins then distributed and reviewed the draft of the new Floodplain Ordinance and explained the updates from the 1982 and 1984 Ordinance. He recommended that the Town adopt the Floodplain Ordinance as a separate Article XIV and repeal the existing Ordinance 225 and 194. There were no comments. Mr. Bilicki thanked Mr. Hopkins for his invaluable assistance in this process.

The Planning Commission convened its meeting to approve and recommend the adoption of the new Flood Plain Ordinance to the Town Council. Anita Bilicki made and it was seconded by Richie Puchalski. There being no further discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

The Town Council Meeting was reconvened at 8:25 p.m.

D. PARKS AND BEAUTIFICATION – None

E. LIGHTING AND TOURISM

1. Lighting for Wachapreague Welcome Sign and Rt. 13 Billboard – No report.

2. Visitors’ Guide – Ad payment has been sent. The Guide should be published in the near future.

F. COMMERCIAL DRAIN FIELD SYSTEM STUDY – No report. There has been no word on whether a meeting has occurred between the Commercial owners and Mr. Cooley. Sandy Russell distributed a packet of pertinent documents from the Study for Council’s information. Mayor Moon recommended that Council review prior to next month’s meeting.

G. THE NATURE CONSERVANCY PROPERTY – GRANT APPLICATION – Mayor Moon announced that the Town has received the DCR Grant for purchase of the Old Hotel property. Mayor Moon stated that a Workshop would be set up in the future to make plans.

H. BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPOINTMENTS – John Hopkins forwarded Mr. Lewis’ recommendation to the Judge the week of January 12, 2009.

I. FLOODPLAIN ORDINANCE – Council had no further discussion or questions. Susan Parker made a motion to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wachapreague to adopt the new Flood Plain Ordinance Article XIV and repeal of obsolete provisions. Kathy Bilicki seconded the motion. A Roll Call Vote was taken and passed with five yea votes and member absent.
VI.New Business

A. SunTrust Corporate Resolution - Mayor Moon explained that the authorized signators on the Resolution for the SunTrust long-term security bond need to be updated. The signators would be Debbie K. Moon, Mayor, Sandy Russell, Vice Mayor and Sandie Puchalski, Council Member. Susan Parker made a motion to adopt the Corporate Resolution as presented. There being no discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.


VII.  Announcements - None

VIII.  Adjournment

Sandie Puchalski made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Val Vincent seconded the motion. The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

DFB

01/23/09

____________________                                  ____________________
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