TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

April 13, 2009


PRESENT

Debbie K. Moon, Mayor

Sandy Russell, Vice Mayor

Susan Parker

Sandie Puchalski




Town Clerk, Diana Brown

Debbie Shrieves

Val Vincent






TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

I. Public Comments

A. Dan Bilicki, Zoning Administrator advised Council that a letter sent to the property owners at 20 Brooklyn Avenue advising them that no transient rentals are allowed in residential districts.

B. Susie Atkinson had questions regarding mosquito control. She wanted to know if Brian Powell was asked to give a quote to place dunks every 30 days. Val Vincent replied yes. Ms. Atkinson asked what the backup plan was when the mosquito became bad. Ms. Vincent advised would take steps in that event. Anyone can call her, leave their name and number and she will respond. She clarified that property owners within the Town limits could identify areas where there is standing water on their property.

II. Call to Order

Mayor Debbie Moon called the Town Council Meeting to order at 7:35 p.m., Tuesday, April 13, 2009 in the Wachapreague Town Hall.

III. Approval of Minutes

Debbie Shrieves made a motion to approve the minutes for March 10, 2009 Town Council Meeting and the March 24, 2009 Special Meeting as drafted. Val Vincent seconded the motion. There being no discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

     IV.        Review of Financial Report
A.  Vice Mayor Sandy Russell reported the Town of Wachapreague SunTrust checking at $61,409.90 with U.S. Treasury Securities at $48,318.90 for a total of $109,768.80 The Port of Wachapreague Town Marina SunTrust checking is $145,517.41.

B. The Financial Report is attached to these Minutes.

V.  Old Business

A. MARINA 

1. Susie Parker reviewed the Harbor Master’s Report

a. Antenna Repair – Should be up and operational by the end of the week weather permitting.

b. Water turned on and spigot repaired

c. Marina Office roof needs repair. Rory will fix at a cost of approximately $150.00.

d. Need additional sign for Boat Ramp Fee

e. Harbor Master recommends changing size of large slips from 44’ to 42’ because anything over 42’ causes problem to other boat owners maneuvering in and out of slips.

f. It has been noted that the electric bill for the Marina is higher than last year. Ms. Puchalski has noticed that a new boat in Slip #32 has two power cords. Discussion followed. Sandy Russell suggested reviewing the policy regarding electric.

g. The monumental stone in memory of Bob Zang has been received and the ornamental plants purchased.

h. Harbor Master is requesting to purchase a pager, which is $125 a year. Discussion followed and Council concurred.

B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE 
1. Debbie Shrieves stated that normal brush pick up days are the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month. However, Maintenance Crew will do extra pick-ups this month because owners doing spring clean up and there is a lot more brush.

C.  STREETS AND DRAINAGE – None

D.  COUNCIL VACANCY – Mayor Moon read a letter of resignation from Council member Kathy Bilicki. She offered to complete the speed signage program. Ms. Puchalski has spoken to Rita Boulter who would consider serving the remainder of the term. Discussion followed. Sandie Puchalski made a motion to appoint Rita Boulter to serve the remainder of Kathy Bilicki’s term of office to begin as soon as she has been sworn in and ending June 30, 2010. Val Vincent seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, the motion was voted upon and passed unanimously.

E. PARKS AND BEAUTIFICATION

1. Diamond Property – Sandie Puchalski reported that the owner has been cutting debris for pick up. He has made arrangements to a pile of wood picked up. He has been very concerned and Ms. Puchalski advised that his efforts are fine as long as there is progress.

2. Park – All is fine except weeding and mulch in the playground area.

F. LIGHTING AND TOURISM

1. Lighting for Wachapreague Welcome Sign and Rt. 13 Billboard – Light ready to be installed.

G. COMMERCIAL DRAIN FIELD SYSTEM STUDY – Mayor Moon spoke to Artie Miles, Exmore Town Manager. They have two systems and he has some good ideas and suggested that he and Sandy Russell discuss.

H. THE NATURE CONSERVANCY PROPERTY – GRANT APPLICATION – No update. Awaiting legal work to be completed.

I. VDOT STREET WORK – Mayor Moon discussed the upcoming VDOT work to widen the streets by 12” to 15”. They will place Crush and Run and then in August will seal. Mr. Eller at VDOT advised should not affect the drainage. The purpose of the project is to straighten and clean up the roads.

J. MOSQUITO CONTROL
1. Val Vincent has prepared a Mosquito Information Packet to be available at Town Hall for property owners and visitors.

2. She will set up and Insect Information Station in Town Hall.

3. The Town has hired a major company to do the larviciding and they will treat any place within town limits. Ms. Vincent says that citizens need to let her know where they have standing water or where it puddles after a rain and stays for several days. Cannot larvicide along marsh in front of Town because anything placed there will wash away with the next tide. That area impossible to treat and we will continue to get mosquitoes from the barrier islands and the marsh.

4. She has thanked Brian Powell of Eastern Shore Termite for past services and advised if needed in future we will contact him.

K. NOAA WIND MEASURING DEVICE

1. Dan Bilicki reported should be installed by mid May.

L. VIMS VARIANCE – All completed

VI.  New Business

A.  ACCOMACK COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION

1. Mayor Moon announced that due to budget and personnel cuts, Mr. Allen has asked if the Town Maintenance could assist with trimming after the County mows.

2. He wants the Town to allow the County to charge $75.00 to non-residents to cover expenses for employees who would open/close and maintain the rest rooms.

3. Discussion followed. Council agreed to let Maintenance assist on a trial basis and allow Parks and Rec to charge fee as long as park maintained.

B. FY2010 BUDGET – Workshop set for Tuesday April 21, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

C. Feral Cats – Mayor Moon asked for Council volunteer to deal with problem. Discussion followed. Debbie Shrieves will look into it.

D. FISHING REGULATIONS - Susie Parker met with Congressman Glenn Nye, Ernie Bowden, Chincoteague, J.T. Holland, Northampton and Mr. Mason, Chincoteague regarding issues Wachapreague has faced due to the regulations and she will follow up with a letter. She explained that the town is resource driven economy and over regulating has affected those resources. He seemed genuinely interested but she does not know if it will go anywhere. Perhaps in the future will be necessary to get the businesses together to draw up a petition. Mr. Nye is an advocate of small businesses. Ms. Parker will continue to push for recognition of the effects the regulations have had on the Eastern Shore and especially Wachapreague. She has called for an investigation by Congress of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. At some point she may need signatures from the Council members.


VII.  Announcements – 

A. Flounder Tournament April 17-26

B. 41st Annual Seafood Festival – Chincoteague May 6

C. 3rd Annual Black Drum Tournament – Bay Creek Marina Cape Charles May 15-17

VIII. Closed Session/Reconvene Public Meeting

A. Sandy Russell made a Motion for Closed Meeting to discuss personnel matter. Susan Parker seconded the Motion. A Roll Call vote was taken and passed. The Motion and roll Call Vote are attached hereto to these minutes.

B. Val Vincent made a Motion to Reconvene Open Meeting. Deborah Shrieves seconded the Motion. A roll Call vote was taken and passed. The Motion and Roll Call Vote are attached hereto to these minutes.

VII.  Adjournment

Debbie Shrieves made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Sandie Puchalski seconded the motion. The motion was voted upon and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m.

DFB

04/30/2009

____________________                                  ____________________
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